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Applicant: SANCOFF et al 

Serial No.: 10/760,634 
Confirmation No.: 8269 
Filed: 01/20/2004 

For: APPARATUS AND METHOD FOR PLACING SUTURE 

WIRES INTO TISSUE FOR THE APPROXIMATION AND 
TENSIONING OF TISSUE 

Examiner: Not Yet Assigned 

Art Unit: 3731 



MAIL STOP AMENDMENT 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

STATEMENT FILED PURSUANT TO THE DUTY OF 
DISCLOSURE UNDER 37 CFR SSI. 56. 1.97 AND 1.98 

Sir: 

Pursuant to the duty of disclosure under 37 C.F.R. §§1 .56, 1 .97 and 1 .98, the Applicant 
requests consideration of this Information Disclosure Statement. 

PART I: Compliance with 37 C.F.R. SI .97 

This Information Disclosure Statement has been filed before the mailing date of a first 
Office Action on the merits in the above-identified case. No fee or certification is required. 

PART II: Information Cited 

The Applicant hereby makes of record in the above-identified application the information 
listed on the attached form PTO-1449 (modified). The order of presentation of the references 
should not be construed as an indication of the importance of the references. 

The Applicant hereby makes the following additional information of record in the 
above-identified application. 

The above-identified U.S. application claims priority to U. S. Patent Application Serial 
No. 09/706,472, now U.S. Patent No. 6,679,895. 
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The Applicant would like to bring to the Examiner's attention the following co- 
pending applications that may contain subject matter related to this application: 



Serial No. 


Filing Date 


10/014991 


12/11/01 


10/051322 


01/18/02 


10/141692 


05/07/02 


10/202530 


07/23/02 


10/243556 


09/13/02 


10/352600 


01/28/03 


10/378805 


03/04/03 


10/396927 


03/25/03 






10/440805 


05/19/03 


10/667845 


09/22/03 


10/681626 


10/08/03 


10/737197 


12/16/03 


10/764837 


01/26/04 


10/848512 


05/18/04 


10/897975 


07/23/04 


10/919792 


08/17/04 



The Applicant would like to bring to the Examiner's attention the enclosed copy of the 
International Search Report from Patent Cooperation Treaty Application No. PCT/US00/41900, 
dated November 16, 2001, which corresponds to U. S. Patent Application Serial No. 09/706,472, 
now U.S. Patent No. 6,679,895. 

PART HI: Explanation of Non-English Language References and Remarks Concerning Other 
Information Cited 

The following is a concise explanation of the relevance of each non-English language 
reference listed on the attached form PTO-1449 (modified): 

Applicant believes that the relevance of reference DE 29 27 143 may be gleaned from 
figures within the reference. Additionally, Applicant informs the Examiner that US 4,30,560, 
which is also cited, is an English language family of DE 29 27 143. 

The following are remarks concerning the other information cited: 
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Conf.No.: 8269 
PART IV: Remarks 

Documents cited anywhere in the Information Disclosure Statement are enclosed unless 
otherwise indicated. It is respectfully requested that: 

1 . The Examiner consider completely the cited information, along with any other 
information, in reaching a determination concerning the patentability of the present claims; 

2. The enclosed form PTO-1449 be signed by the Examiner to evidence that the cited 
information has been fully considered by the Patent and Trademark Office during the 
examination of this application; 

3. The citations for the information be printed on any patent which issues from this 
application. 

By submitting this Information Disclosure Statement, the Applicant makes no 
representation that a search has been performed, of the extent of any search performed, or that 
more relevant information does not exist. 

By submitting this Information Disclosure Statement, the Applicant makes no 
representation that the information cited in the Statement is, or is considered to be, material to 
patentability as defined in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56(b). 

By submitting this Information Disclosure Statement, the Applicant makes no 
representation that the information cited in the Statement is, or is considered to be, in fact, prior 
art as defined by 35 U.S.C. §102. 

Notwithstanding any statements by the Applicant, the Examiner is urged to form his own 
conclusion regarding the relevance of the cited information. 

An early and favorable action is hereby requested. 



Respectfully submitted, 



By: 




Walt Norfleet, Re£ No.W2,078 
Wolf, Greenfield & Sacks, P.C. 
600 Atlantic Avenue 
Boston, Massachusetts 02210-2206 
Telephone: (617)646-8000 



Docket No.: D0188.70165US02 
Date: April Jt, 2005 
xxxNDDxxx 
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10/2/1984 






4,553,543 
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MERICLE ET AL. 
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NOILES 


7/29/1986 
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BERGGREN ET AL. 


8/26/1986 
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